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Abstract
We have performed a long-slit K band spectroscopic observation of the luminous infrared galaxy NGC
6240. Spatially extended H2 emission is detected over 3.3 kpc around the two nuclei. The peak position
of the H2 v = 1 − 0 S(1) emission in the slit is located ∼ 0.
′′3 − 0.′′4 north of the southern nucleus. It
is almost the midpoint between the southern nucleus and the peak position of the 12CO (J = 1 − 0)
emission. Based on the line-ratio analyses, we suggest the excitation mechanism of H2 is pure thermal at
most positions. In the northern region including the northern nucleus, the H2 velocity field shows only a
slight velocity gradient and is not highly disturbed. On the other hand, the kinematics of the H2 emitting
gas is more complicated around the southern nucleus and its south region. In the southern region we find
the following three velocity components in the H2 emission: the blueshifted shell component (≈ −250 km
s−1 with respect to Vsys) which is recognized as a distinct C-shape distortion in the velocity field around
the southern nucleus, the high-velocity blueshifted “wing” component (∼ −1000 km s−1 with respect to
Vsys), and the component indicating possible line splitting of ∼ 500 km s
−1. The latter two components
are extended to the south from the southern nucleus. We show that the kinematic properties of these three
components can be reproduced by expanding motion of a shell-like structure around the southern nucleus.
The offset peak position of the H2 emission can be understood if we assume that the shell expanding to
the north interacts with the extragalactic molecular gas which has been transfered during the course of
the merging of the two nuclei. At the interface between the shell and the molecular gas concentration
the cloud-crushing mechanism proposed by Cowie et al. (1981) may work efficiently, and the intense H2
emission is thus expected there. With this mechanism, the H2 luminosity can be explained without global
shock driven by the collision of the two nuclei. All these findings lead us to propose a model that the most
H2 emission is attributed to the shock excitation driven by the superwind activity of the southern nucleus.
Key words: Infrared: galaxies — Infrared: spectra — Galaxies: individual (NGC 6240) — Galaxies:
interacting — Galaxies: intergalactic medium — Shock waves
1. Introduction
NGC 6240 (= IRAS 16504+0228 = UGC 10592 = IC 4625) is one of the famous luminous infrared galaxies (LIGs:
L(IR)= L(8 − 1000µm)= 4.6 × 1011L•⊙: Sanders & Mirabel 1996) at a distance of 98 Mpc (Heckman et al. 1987).
It is a merging system containing two radio and near-infrared nuclei (Condon et al. 1982; Fried & Schulz 1983;
Eales et al. 1990; Thronson et al. 1990; Herbst et al. 1990; Colbert, Wilson, & Bland-Hawthorn 1994; Sugai et al.
1997; Tacconi et al. 1999). Although this galaxy is often called as a prototypical LIG (Wright, Joseph, & Meikle
1984; Joseph & Wright 1984; Heckman, Armus, & Miley 1987, 1990; Armus, Heckman, & Miley 1990; Klaas et al.
1997), it is also well known as an object with unusually luminous near-infrared molecular hydrogen (H2) emission
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(e.g., Rieke et al. 1985; DePoy, Becklin, & Wynn-Williams 1986). Several H2 excitation mechanisms have been
proposed to date including 1) thermal excitation driven by shocks (Rieke et al. 1985; DePoy et al. 1986; Lester,
Harvey, & Carr 1988; Elston & Maloney 1990; Herbst et al. 1990; van der Werf et al. 1993; Sugai et al. 1997), 2)
UV fluorescence (Tanaka, Hasegawa, & Gatley 1991), 3) soft X-ray heating (Draine & Woods 1990; see also Mouri
et al. 1989), and 4) formation pumping (Mouri & Taniguchi 1995). Recently, Sugai et al. (1997) presented their new
high-quality spectrum and clearly showed that the H2 spectrum can be interpreted as a pure thermal excitation.
Although the origin of the H2 emission in LIGs and ultraluminous infrared galaxies (ULIGs: Sanders & Mirabel
1996) is generally attributed to their intense star-formation activities at their nuclei and/or active galactic nuclei
(AGNs) (e.g., Moorwood & Oliva 1990; Goldader et al. 1995), NGC 6240 is often considered to be an exceptional
case. It is often discussed that the global shock caused by a galaxy-galaxy collision brings its huge H2 luminosity.
This is because 1) current star-formation activity (or, current supernova explosion rate) is not intense enough to
reproduce its huge H2 luminosity (e.g., Rieke et al. 1985; Draine & Woods 1993), 2) unusually large intensity ratio
of H2 v = 1− 0 S(1) [hereafter, 1− 0 S(1)] to Brγ (≃ 45: van der Werf et al. 1990) cannot be explained by normal
star-formation activities (e.g., Rieke et al. 1985; Draine & Woods 1993), and 3) the peak position of the H2 emission
is located not at each nucleus but between the two nuclei where no star-forming activity is detected (Herbst et al.
1990; van der Werf et al. 1993; Sugai et al. 1997). However, it is important to remember that these kinds of evidence
are not direct ones, i.e., we do not have any spatial and kinematic information directly suggesting that the intense
H2 emission does come from the galaxy-galaxy collision interface.
Although thermal excitation driven by the galaxy-galaxy collision might be a main excitation mechanism of the
strong H2 emission, there remains some possibilities of other excitation mechanisms. Like other normal LIGs, it
seems very likely that intense starburst activity and/or AGN also contribute more or less to the H2 emission. In fact,
there are many pieces of evidence suggesting intense starburst activity in this galaxy (Wright et al. 1984; Rieke et
al. 1985; Smith, Aitken & Roche 1989; van der Werf et al. 1993). Also there are many pieces of evidence suggesting
an activity of “superwind”, which is a galaxy scale blastwave driven by numerous supernova explosions (Tomisaka
& Ikeuchi 1989; Heckman et al. 1990; Suchkov et al. 1994), and some previous authors have indeed suggested its
importance to the H2 emission (Elston & Maloney 1990; Herbst et al. 1990; van der Werf et al. 1993). X-ray
heating from an AGN, which is recently found by the hard X-ray observation (Iwasawa & Comastri 1998), might
also contribute to the H2 emission (Mouri et al. 1989). In this way, the physical mechanism of the H2 emission seems
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to be very complicated in this galaxy.
In order to study the origin of the H2 emission in more detail and to understand the nature of the activity of
NGC 6240, it is important to obtain a spatial information of the emission-line properties. Thus, we have conducted
a long-slit K-band spectroscopic observations of this galaxy with Subaru 8.2m telescope (Kaifu 1998) in order to
perform detailed spectroscopic analyses.
2. Observation and Data Reduction
Observations were performed on the night of 1999 April 29 during the test observation phase of Subaru telescope
at the top of Mauna Kea, Hawaii, using the grism spectroscopy mode of CISCO (Cooled Infrared Spectrograph and
Camera for OHS: Motohara et al. 1998). The detector used is a 1024 × 1024 Hawaii array with a projected pixel
size of 0.′′115 along the slit and 8.6A˚ at 2.3µm along the dispersion direction. Slit width is 0.′′5 and slit length is
about 2 arcminutes, which is long enough to obtain sky background information in each on-source frame. The slit
position angle was set to the position angle of the two nuclei (19◦: Herbst et al. 1990; Thronson et al. 1990) in order
to observe the northern and southern nuclei (hereafter, the N nucleus and the S nucleus, respectively) as well as the
intergalactic region at a same time (Figure 1 1 ).
The total exposure time was 1500 second for on source (fifteen exposures, each of 100 second integration). The
object was placed on only two positions along the slit during exposures. A nearby A3-type star SAO 122007 and a
K0-type star SAO 122106 were also observed just before observing NGC 6240 in order to correct for atmospheric
absorption. Seeing size around K band wavelength were 0.′′5− 0.′′6 during the observations. Dome flat spectra were
obtained at another observing run on 1999 June 25 with the same instrumental setup.
Data reduction was performed with IRAF 2. First, the dark is subtracted from each frame. Each dark-subtracted
frame was divided by the dark-subtracted dome flat spectrum. Then, wavelength calibration of each frame was
made using the telluric OH emission lines to an accuracy of ∼ 2.6A˚. The spectral resolution measured from the OH
1 This image was obtained with the CISCO imaging mode with a K band filter through a wide 2′′ slit with the position angle of 19◦.
Note that because this image was taken just for the source acquisition, the dark subtraction and the flatfielding were not applied.
It is presented just for the reader to easily understand the rough source positions along the slit. The image is averaged over 2 pixels
(0.′′23).
2 IRAF is distributed by the National Optical Astronomy Observatories, which are operated by the Association of Universities for
Research in Astronomy, Inc., under cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation.
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emission lines was ∼ 26A˚ FWHM at 2.2µm (350 km s−1). We have measured the wavelength of the OH lines in the
wavelength-calibrated sky spectra and found that the systematic error is less than 1A˚ around 2.2µm (14 km s−1).
Background sky emission was removed by interpolating the adjacent sky spectra with a linear interpolation. The
wavelength calibrated frames were combined using 3 σ clipping averaging method after shifting the images along
the slit. The spectra of the standard stars were also reduced in the same way. Brγ absorption feature of the A-type
star was removed in the following way. First, the spectrum of the A-type star was divided by that of the K-type
star in order to cancel out the common features such as the atmospheric absorption and the instrumental sensitivity.
The resultant ratio spectrum shows an isolated Brγ absorption feature and this feature was removed using Voigt
profile fitting. Then, the ratio spectrum was multiplied by the spectrum of the K-type stars, giving modified A-type
star spectrum without Brγ absorption feature. The modified spectrum was used for correcting the atmospheric
absorption features and instrumental sensitivity assuming a 8590 K blackbody spectrum. Because the sky condition
was not photometric during the observations, no absolute flux calibration was made.
3. Results
3.1. Broadband image
Broad K band image (Figure 1) clearly shows two nuclei (the N and the S nuclei) at a separation of ≃ 1.′′9 with the
position angle of ≃ 19◦. This result is consistent with the previous studies in K band (Eales et al. 1990; Herbst et al.
1990; Thronson et al. 1990; Sugai et al. 1997), although Herbst et al. (1990) reported a slightly smaller separation
of the two nuclei (1.′′52± 0.′′02).
One must be careful when comparing the nuclear positions seen in the radio continuum and the K band image.
Colbert et al. (1994) and Tacconi et al. (1999) found the double nuclei in the radio continuum emission. Although
the position angles of the two radio nuclei (19◦.7 and 21◦ at 8.3 GHz and 5 GHz, respectively) are consistent with
one of the K band nuclei (19◦), the distance between the two is significantly smaller in radio (≃ 1.′′53 and 1.′′7
at 8.3 GHz and 5 GHz, respectively) than in K band (∼ 1.′′9). This apparent discrepancy can be understood as
an effect of the dust extinction. The visual extinction (Av) of this galaxy inferred from the large column density
(NH2 >∼ 2 × 10
23 cm−2) is as large as >∼ 200 mag (Tacconi et al. 1999), indicating heavy dust extinction even at K
band (Ak ≃ 0.112× Av >∼ 22 mag; Binney & Merrifield 1998). Thus the true nuclei should be at the extinction-free
6 Author(s) [Vol. 52,
radio nuclei, i.e., the true N and S nuclei are located at slightly south and north of the apparent K band positions
(∼ 0.′′1− 0.′′2), respectively.
3.2. The spectra and the flux distribution
Spatially extended H2 emission is detected over 7
′′ region (3.3 kpc) around the two nuclei. Figure 2 shows the K
band spectra of NGC 6240 at various positions. Rich H2 line features including 1 − 0 S(0), 1 − 0 S(1), 1 − 0 S(2),
1 − 0 S(3), 2 − 1 S(1), and 2 − 1 S(3) emission lines are detected at most positions. The 2 − 1 S(2) and possibly
2− 1 S(4) lines are also detected at some positions. Weak Brγ emission is detected at both the N and the S nuclei.
Deep stellar CO absorption is also detected at both nuclei, being consistent with the report by Lester & Gaffney
(1994).
The peak position of 1 − 0 S(1) is located at about 0.′′3 − 0.′′4 north-north-east of the S nucleus (Figure 3) and
is much closer to the S nucleus than to the N nucleus. Recent high resolution 12CO(J = 2 − 1) mapping shows
that the CO peak position is located at 0.′′6 north-north-east of the S nucleus seen in the radio continuum images
(Tacconi et al. 1999) and is marked in Figure 1. Thus, the peak position of 1 − 0 S(1) is located at almost the
midpoint between the CO peak position and the S nucleus. This result is inconsistent with the previous works based
on narrow-band emission-line imagings, showing that intense 1 − 0 S(1) emission arises from the region between
two nuclei with its peak around the midpoint of the two (Herbst et al. 1990; van der Werf et al. 1993; Sugai et al.
1997). Note, however, that the overall spatial extent of the H2 emission found in our data is nearly consistent with
the previous results. The equivalent width of the 1− 0 S(1) emission is the lowest (20− 40A˚) at both nuclei, where
the continuum emission is the strongest, and is larger at other regions (>∼ 100A˚).
3.3. The velocity field
The heliocentric velocities and the line widths of the 1− 0 S(1) emission measured with a single Gaussian fitting
at various positions are shown in Figure 3. A continuum-subtracted peak-normalized 1 − 0 S(1) spectroscopic
image is also shown in Figure 4. The velocity is nearly constant and is approximately 7300 km s−1 in the northern
region including the N nucleus and its north. We find the systemic velocity Vsys of NGC 6240 ≃ 7300 km s
−1
from compilation of the previously published infrared and radio observations (the previous measurements of Vsys are
summarized in Table 1.). Thus, the radial velocity of the H2 emitting gas coincides with the systemic one and the
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gas motion is relatively quiescent in the northern region.
On the other hand, we find a remarkable velocity variation in the southern region: the emission line is significantly
blueshifted and the velocity field is highly disturbed to form a C-shaped distortion over ∼ 1′′ (450 pc) region around
the S nucleus (see Figure 4). At 0.′′3 − 0.′′5 south from the S nucleus the velocity reaches down to −250 km s−1
(V•⊙ ≃ 7050 km s
−1; see Figure 3) with respect to Vsys. It must be remembered that the true position of the S
nucleus after correcting for the extinction between the two nuclei is expected to be located about ∼ 0.′′1− 0.′′2 north
of the
apparent K band nucleus. Thus, the center of the C-shaped distortion almost corresponds spatially to the true
S nuclear position. It is noteworthy that about 50% of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission covered in our slit comes from this
blueshifted region. This kind of a peculiar velocity field has been previously found by Elston & Maloney (1990), but
they could not resolve the detailed structure of the velocity field because of the limited spatial and velocity resolution
of their spectrum. We first revealed the detailed dynamical structure of the circumnuclear H2 emission-line region
of NGC 6240.
This remarkable C-shaped velocity field would account for the difference between the flux peak position of 1−0 S(1)
measured by this work and that derived from the previous narrow band imagings. As pointed out in the previous
section, we find that the peak position of 1− 0 S(1) is located much closer to the S nucleus than previously reported
positions. How can we understand this difference ? Using narrow band imagings, Sugai et al. (1997) showed that
the peak of 1− 0 S(1) is located between the two nuclei. Their images were taken with three Fabry-Perot settings at
Vsys (7339 km s
−1 in their paper), Vsys − 175 km s
−1, and Vsys + 175 km s
−1. Comparing with our results, it seems
likely that the most blueshifted 1− 0 S(1) emission (∼ 7000− 7100 km s−1) could not be detected in their images.
Based on their three narrow-band images (centered at V•⊙ = 6910, 7390, and 7470 km s
−1), van der Werf et al.
(1993) showed that the position of the 1− 0 S(1) peak moves from south to north with increasing velocity, although
the peak position of the velocity-integrated 1− 0 S(1) emission comes around the midpoint of the two nuclei. The
blueshifted 1− 0 S(1) emission found in our data (Vsys − 250 km s
−1) should be detected in their blue-band image
in which the peak is closer to the S nucleus, being consistent with our result. Herbst et al. (1990) found a southwest
extension of the 1− 0 S(1) emission (<∼ 0.
′′5 from the S nucleus) in addition to the component around the midpoint
of the two nuclei 3. Since our slit position angle is 19◦, it seems likely that our slit covers a part of this extension.
3 Although Sugai et al. (1997) emphasized that the peak position of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission is located between the two nuclei, we
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If this component is blueshifted with respect to Vsys, then it would be observed as a blueshifted component around
the S nucleus in our data. In these ways, we find that our result is consistent with the previous results.
In addition to the blueshifted emission around the S nucleus, we find a high-velocity blueshifted emission-line
“wing” whose velocity exceeds −1000 km s−1 with respect to the peak velocity of the profile (Figure 4). This kind of
a profile was previously found by van der Werf et al. (1993). With our spatially resolved spectra, we can investigate
the spatial distribution of this high-velocity wing component and find that such a component extends around the S
nucleus and ti its southern regions (∼ 2′′, or ∼ 950 pc).
The line width is nearly constant at the region between the two nuclei and around the N nucleus (550− 600 km
s−1 FWHM after correcting for the instrumental line broadening), which is consistent with the previous results (e.g.,
van der Werf et al. 1993). It is well known that this galaxy shows unusually broader line width (≃ 550 km s−1)
compared with other galaxies with the intense H2 emission (e.g., van der Werf et al. 1993). We newly find that the
line width at 1′′− 2′′ south of the S nucleus is even broader (700− 800 km s−1 FWHM) than more northern regions
4. We also find that the line profile at this region shows boxy profile (with nearly flat-topped profile and relatively
weak low intensity wing) rather than an usual Gaussian-like profile seen in more northern regions (Figure 4). In
order to understand this peculiar line profile, we try to represent the observed spectra with the combination of two
velocity components each of which is blue- and redshifted with respect to the mean central velocity measured with
the single Gaussian fitting (Figure 3). We assume Gaussian line profile with the line width of 550 km s−1 FWHM
for each component. For simplicity, the intensities of the two components are set to be equal because of the nearly
symmetric line profile (except for the low intensity blueshifted high-velocity wing component). The central velocity
is set to Vsys−100 km s
−1 from Figure 3. The fitting was made by eye. As a result, we find that superposition of the
two components with a velocity difference of 500 km s−1 can represent the observed line profile at 7′′ south of the
S nucleus (Figure 5). We thus propose a model that two broad (550 km s−1 FWHM) emission lines whose velocity
difference is ≈ 500 km s−1 make the boxy profile seen in the southern region. Note that the velocity difference of
the two components (500 km s−1) is nearly twice the velocity of the C-shaped velocity distortion observed around
the S nucleus (250 km s−1).
point out that their contour plot also shows an extension toward the southwest direction (see their Figure 1). This extension seems
to correspond to the southwest extension found in Herbst et al. (1990).
4 A reason why previous studies reported relatively narrow line width may be that the line width tends to be narrower at stronger H2
emission region and that they could only measure the intensity-weighted line width because of their insufficient spatial resolution.
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The line width of the Brγ emission is nearly the same as that of the 1− 0 S(1) emission (i.e., ∼ 500− 600 km s−1
FWHM) at all positions with a detectable Brγ emission. We find no kinematic evidence for the presence of a broad
line region of AGN (>∼ 5000 km s
−1 FWHM; Osterbrock 1989).
3.4. Emission-line ratios and the excitation mechanism
We examine the H2 excitation mechanism at various positions. Following Mouri (1994), we show a line-ratio diag-
nostic diagram for discussing the excitation mechanisms in Figure 6. Some data points scatter around a theoretical
locus of the thermal excitation with a temperature of about 2000 K. Others show slightly lower 1−0 S(2)/1−0 S(0)
ratio and scatter around observed data points of supernova remnants (SNRs). It is known that temperature gradient
within the shock front causes the ratio slightly lower than this locus in SNRs (e.g., Beckwith et al. 1983). Thus, the
molecular gas is thermally excited at most positions. On the other hand, we find no evidence for the non-thermal
excitation with the larger 2− 1 S(1)/1− 0 S(1) ratio (>∼ 0.5) anywhere.
We also show population diagrams at various positions (Figure 7). We find that the data points at each position
are aligned along a single straight line on this diagram, indicating that thermal excitation is dominated at most
positions. The region at 1′′− 1.′′2 south of the S nucleus marginally shows relatively stronger 1− 0 S(1) and weaker
2 − 1 S(3) emissions. Figure 8 shows a spatial variation of the v = 2 − 1 vibration temperature (Tvib) and v = 1
rotation temperature (Trot). Most regions show a temperature of ∼ 2000 K, being consistent with the results of
Sugai et al. (1997). In order to assess a possible contribution of other excitation mechanisms, we show a plot of the
ratio of Tvib to Trot as a function of slit positions (Figure 8). The ratio should be unity in case of a pure thermal
excitation and be slightly larger in shocks with a temperature gradient (which is empirically ≃ 1.25 = 1/0.8; Tanaka
et al. 1991). In case of an UV fluorescent, the ratio becomes much larger than unity since Tvib (∼ 6000 K) is much
larger than Trot (∼ 1000 K) (e.g., Tanaka et al. 1991). Although the ratio is larger than unity at some positions, it
can be understood as a case with a temperature gradient at most positions. The 1 − 0 S(1) emission at 1′′ − 1.′′2
south of the S nucleus shows slightly enhanced ratio of Tvib to Trot although it is still consistent within errors with
the thermal excitation with a temperature gradient. However, because the depression of the 2 − 1 S(3) emission is
also observed as well as the enhanced 1− 0 S(1) emission, UV fluorescent might contribute the H2 emission to some
extent there.
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4. Discussion
4.1. Superwind origin of the H2 emission
We find the three velocity components in the H2 emission in the southern region of NGC 6240: 1) the blueshifted
component (≈ −250 km s−1 with respect to Vsys) which is recognized as a distinct C-shape distortion of the velocity
field, 2) the high-velocity “wing” component (∼ −1000 km s−1 with respect to Vsys), and 3) the component indicating
possible line splitting of ∼ 500 km s−1. In the following sections we focus on these kinematic properties and discuss
the origin of the extremely intense H2 emission of NGC 6240 in the course of a “superwind” hypothesis.
4.1.1. Evidence for superwind
First we discuss the origin of the high-velocity “wing” component (−1000 km s−1 with respect to Vsys). It is
difficult for the galaxy-galaxy collision at a speed of 75 − 200 km s−1 (van der Werf et al. 1993) to produce a
high-velocity material at a speed up to ∼ 1000 km s−1 (van der Werf et al. 1993). Moreover, such a component is
only found around the S nucleus and the southern region, not around the region between the two nuclei where the
two galaxies are likely to collide with each other. Thus, the galaxy-galaxy collision would not be responsible for this
component. On the other hand, superwind origin of such a high-velocity material is promising since broad optical
emission lines are detected around nuclear 1 kpc region in this galaxy and is attributed to the superwind on the
basis of morphological, kinematic, and spectral evidence (Heckman et al. 1990).
The possible line splitting seen in the southern region can also be attributed to the superwind activity. Such type
of the velocity field is often observed in the region of the expanding shell-like structure or biconical outflow seen in
most superwind galaxies (e.g., Heckman et al. 1990). Most previous authors noted the extended south-south-west
component 1′′ − 2′′ away from the S nucleus (Elston & Maloney 1990; Herbst et al. 1990; van der Werf et al. 1993).
Because this region is located at another side of the interface between the two colliding galaxies and no energy
source is detected such as a star-formation activity there, superwind activity would be a most plausible agent for
exciting the molecular gas in this region. The region showing line splitting corresponds spatially to this component,
suggesting that a superwind indeed affects the molecular gas at this region. Slight blueshift in this region (−100
km s−1) can be understood if we assume that the expanding direction of the bubble is not within the sky plane but
is slightly tilted to our line-of-sight. It is interesting that the CO emission also extends toward this direction and
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shows broader emission line profile like 1 − 0 S(1) emission (Tacconi et al. 1999), indicating that both of the cold
(traced by CO) and the warm (traced by 1− 0 S(1)) molecular gas is affected by the superwind activity.
The C-shaped velocity field around the S nucleus strongly support the idea that the H2 emitting gas is affected
by the superwind activity. There are some nearby examples showing cold gas (atomic and molecular gas) outflow at
a speed of several hundred km s−1 (e.g., Phillips 1993; Nakai et al. 1987; Ohyama & Taniguchi 1997). Theoretical
calculations also predict such an expanding structure (e.g., Suchkov et al. 1994). It is expected that some of the gas
entrained in the high-velocity ionized gas outflow would be heated up by the shock to form a shell with the intense
H2 emission. If there is an expanding shell around the S nucleus, the redshifted component would be obscured by
the heavy dust extinction around the S nucleus. As noted before, the dust extinction is severe even in K band
(Ak>∼ 22 mag), which is dusty enough to obscure the H2 emission from behind the nucleus and only blueshifted
velocity structure is expected to be observed 5 , i.e., the velocity field would be C-shaped. This type of a velocity
structure is one of the common characteristics seen in galaxies with superwinds (e.g., Heckman et al. 1990).
Since it is well known that this galaxy actually exhibits a superwind activity (e.g., Heckman et al. 1987, 1990;
Armus et al. 1990; Keel 1990), it is natural to attribute these three velocity components to the entrained and shocked
molecular gas within the superwind. Because both of the high-velocity wing component and the line splitting is not
detected around the N nucleus, the starburst and the superwind of the S nucleus would be responsible for exciting
these components. This interpretation is supported by the fact that the [Fe II]λ 1.64µm emission, which is considered
to arise at a shock driven by supernova explosions (van der Werf et al. 1993; Sugai et al. 1997), is much stronger
at the S nucleus than at the N nucleus. All these considerations lead us to conclude that most H2 emission in the
southern region comes from the H2 gas entrained in and shocked by the superwind blowing from the S nucleus.
Recently, Tacconi et al. (1999) conducted a high-resolution 12CO(J = 2 − 1) mapping. They found a velocity
gradient along the position angle of ∼ 45◦ and showed the presence of blueshifted (∼ −350 km s−1 with respect
to their Vsys = 7320 km s
−1) molecular gas around the S nucleus. The trend of this gradient is similar to that
found in the 1 − 0 S(1) emission (van der Werf et al. 1993). The peak position of the blueshifted CO emission
(V•⊙ = 6805− 7005 km s
−1) is located at just ∼ 0.′′2 north of the S nucleus, indicating the presence of the blueshifted
5 Although the peak position of the molecular gas is located around 0.′′6 north of the S nucleus, significant fraction of the gas is
distributed around the S nucleus (Tacconi et al. 1999). We expect that the column density around the S nucleus is still enough to
obscure the redshifted part of the H2 emission.
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cold molecular gas around the S nucleus. Thus, it is very likely that some part of the cold molecular gas traced with
the CO emission is heated up by the shock driven by the superwind to emit blueshifted 1− 0 S(1) emission around
the S nucleus.
4.1.2. Evidence against galaxy-galaxy collision
In spite of many pieces of evidence for the superwind origin of the H2 emission, we find no evidence for the
galaxy-galaxy collision origin of the strong 1 − 0 S(1) emission. In the collision model, kinetic energy released by
the global collision of the two nuclei is converted to 1− 0 S(1) emission. Thus, most intense 1− 0 S(1) emission is
expected to arise from the collision interface. We, however, find that the peak of the emission is located much closer
to the S nucleus, being inconsistent with the model prediction. In addition to the discussion on the flux distribution,
the kinematic information gives another clue against the collision model. We find a C-shaped velocity distortion of
the H2 emission at a maximum blueshifted velocity of −250 km s
−1 around the S nucleus. On the other hand, the
stellar velocity difference between the two nuclei is less than 75 km s−1 (Lester & Gaffney 1994), indicating that
only emission line component is blueshifted around the S nucleus 6. Thus, any models in which the H2 emission is
associated with the stellar component of the S nucleus can be rejected. Moreover, although some kind of a violent
dynamical structure is expected at the interface of the two nuclei in the collision model, such as a sudden velocity
change and/or a large velocity dispersion, such evidence is found neither around the region between the two nuclei
where two galaxies are likely to be colliding nor other regions along the slit. In spite of these difficulties in the
collision model, a superwind model can easily explain the velocity field, i.e., an expanding shell-like structure whose
redshifted part is obscured by the heavy dust extinction on the extended H2 gas with a nearly flat velocity field.
Hence, we argue that the galaxy-galaxy collision would not be a main agent of the strong 1 − 0 S(1) emission of
NGC 6240. Note, however, that we cannot reject a possibility of the galaxy-galaxy collision model since all pieces
of evidence described above are not direct ones.
6 The stellar heliocentric velocity reported by Lester & Gaffney (1994) is V•⊙ = 7275±50 km s−1 and is consistent with the H2 emission
velocity measured around the N nucleus. We thus confirm that the emission line component around the S nucleus is blueshifted with
respect to the stellar one.
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4.1.3. Spatial and dynamical structure of the superwind
Theoretical calculations predict that a superbubble is formed at the early stage of the superwind evolution and that
it will break out to form a biconical structure when the bubble extends large enough compared with the scaleheight
of the surrounding material (Tomisaka & Ikeuchi 1988; Heckman et al. 1990; Suchkov et al. 1994). The superbubble
is originally spherical around the starburst nucleus and will elongate into the direction where the density gradient
is the largest (Tomisaka & Ikeuchi 1988; Suchkov et al. 1994). This direction is usually perpendicular to the dense
disk gas in case of the normal nuclear starburst in spiral galaxies. In the case of NGC 6240, however, this would not
be the case since the surrounding matter is expected to be highly disturbed in the course of the merging process,
leading to the complicated superwind structure as observed (e.g., Heckman et al. 1987; Armus et al. 1990; Keel
1990). Thus, it is important to discuss the superwind morphology and the velocity structure in detail in order to
know the distribution of the ambient matter and to understand how the superwind interacts with this gas.
As pointed out before, the emission line structure is not symmetric around the S nucleus. Rather, the emission
is extended farther to the south of the S nucleus (∼ 3′′, or 1.4 kpc) than to the north (∼ 1′′, or 450 pc). At the
south region, we find a kinematic evidence for the expanding structure (i.e., the high-velocity wing component and
the line splitting). It is difficult to say clearly whether the southern region shows a closed bubble-like structure or
an open conical structure because of the low surface intensity of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission. At the north of the S
nucleus, the emission line velocity goes back to Vsys at just ∼ 1
′′ north of the S nucleus. A compact expanding bubble
can explain such a property in which the bubble is expanding to the north in the sky plane and the line-of-sight
expanding velocity becomes to be zero at the top of the bubble. Hence, a highly asymmetric elongated bubble/wind
expanding to north-south direction within the sky plane would be a most likely picture of the superwind of NGC
6240.
Here we compare the observed size and velocity of the bubble with that of the theoretical expectations. Following
Heckman et al. (1996), we assume an idealized model of a single spherical bubble within the uniform surrounding
medium (n0). The kinetic energy (Lmech) is assumed to be injected at a constant rate during a time (t) and the
radiative losses are negligible. In this case, the radius (r) and the expanding velocity (v) can be expressed as



















where Lmech,43 is the kinetic energy injection rate in units of 10
43 ergs s−1, Lbol, 11 is the bolometric luminosity in
units of 1011 L•⊙, n0,−2 is the number density of the ambient gas in units of 10
−2 cm−3, and t7 is the time in units of 10
7
years (Heckman et al. 1993, 1996). The time (t) is estimated as rbubble/vexpansion ≃ 500 pc /250 km s
−1
≃ 2 × 106
years, indicating relatively young age of the bubble (see for other examples of the young superwind; Yoshida,
Taniguchi, & Murayama 1999 and references therein). The bolometric luminosity is taken from Wright et al. (1984)
and is Lbol = 5.0 × 10
11L•⊙ (converted to our adopted distance). Substituting these values into the equations, we
estimate that r = 3.5, 2.2, 1.4, 0.88, 0.56 kpc and v = 1030, 650, 410, 260, 160 km s−1 for n0 = 10
−2, 10−1, 100, 101, 102
cm −3, respectively. Comparing with the observation, we find that the observation can be well represented (within
a factor of two) by the model with n0 = 10
1−2 cm−3. Although the inferred density is higher than that of the
usual extragalactic ambient matter (∼ 10−2 cm−3), it can be a natural consequence of the smaller size of the bubble
(r ≃ 500 pc) compared with the total size of the entire galaxy (r ≃ 30 kpc: Heckman et al. 1987). The asymmetric
structure of the bubble can be understood as a result of the density gradient of the ambient matter, i.e., smaller
radius toward north direction where the ambient gas density is higher and vice versa. This result is consistent with
the fact that the CO is concentrated toward north direction of the S nucleus. In this way, the superbubble model
can reproduce the observed properties very well. It is interesting to point out that the age of the bubble (∼ 2× 106
years) is much younger than that of Arp 220 (∼ 3× 107 years: Heckman et al. 1996).
Previous narrow-band H2 imaging studies have revealed an extended complex H2 emission-line structure around
the two nuclei (Herbst et al. 1990; van der Werf et al. 1993; Sugai et al. 1997) and it is very difficult to imagine
a simple bubble-like structure in them. Optical narrow-band imaging studies also show extended (∼ 60 × 50 kpc:
Heckman et al. 1987) filamentary emission-line nebula (see also Armus et al. 1990; Keel 1990). Inhomogeneity of
the surrounding material would be a main reason for these complex structures. However, we point out that two
prominent tail-like features of the H2 emission are extending toward southeast and southwest directions from the S
nucleus. These structures are most clearly visible in an image of Sugai et al. (1997; see their Figure 1). If we assume
that the tails imply the projected edges of a cone, the superwind seems to be blowing toward south with an opening
angle of ∼ 90◦. Further discussions on the detailed structure of the superwind would require deeper emission-line
images.
No. 4] Running Head 15
It seems interesting to point out that the size of the bubble we find (∼ 1 kpc) is much smaller than that of the
large-scale optical nebula (∼ 60× 50 kpc) although both are likely to be driven by numerous supernova explosions
in the nuclear region. In order to produce the large-scale nebula within the timescale for a small bubble (∼ 2× 106
years), unusually large expanding velocity (> 10000 km s−1) is required. Thus, the superwind in this galaxy seems
to comprise at least two bubbles/winds with different ages, i.e., the young compact bubble and the surrounding older
larger bubble/wind, although the number of bubbles is not certain. The age of the larger bubble/wind is estimated
to be 8 × 107 years under an assumption of the common expanding velocity for both the bubbles/winds (250 km
s−1). In order to make such a multiple bubble system, starburst events must have occurred twice, i.e., ∼ 2 × 106
years and ∼ 8 × 107 years ago. We expect that the starburst activity has been triggered by the tidal dynamical
disturbance several times when the separation of the two nuclei becomes the smallest while they are orbiting around
each other.
Theoretical models predict that an expanding bubble should brake out because of Rayleigh-Taylor instability when
a bubble expands into an outer low density halo (Tomisaka & Ikeuchi 1988; Heckman et al. 1990; Suchkov et al.
1994). If the density of the ambient matter is high enough or the energy supply from the nuclear region is small
enough, instability is suppressed and the ionized gas would be confined not to form a biconical structure. Since
starburst activity in NGC 6240 is relatively high [L(IR)= 4.6 × 1011 L•⊙], it is expected that the bubble would be
broken out unless the density of the ambient matter is unusually high. However, NGC 6240 might be an unusual case
with an extraordinary high density extragalactic matter. It is well known that the huge amount of the molecular gas
is distributed between the two nuclei, rather than at each nucleus, as a result of the dynamical disturbance caused
by the galaxy-galaxy merger (Bryant & Scoville 1999; Tacconi et al. 1999). If the molecular gas accumulates between
the nuclei before the superbubble begins to expand (107−8 years after the onset of the starburst), the expanding
superbubble toward the north of the S nucleus would be blocked by this dense extranuclear molecular gas and the
broken-out of the bubble would be inhibited, forming a compact bubble-like structure as observed. On the other
hand, the superbubble would expand more freely to the south direction. If this is the case, we can explain the reason
why the peak position of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission comes closer to the S nucleus than the peak position of the CO
emission since the shock front between the bubble and the ambient matter should come between the two.
In this model, the H2 emission in the northern region is difficult to be explained. Judging from a complex
morphology and velocity field seen also in this region (van der Werf et al. 1993), we would argue that the most
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plausible agent is a superwind. Starburst and/or AGN activities of the N nucleus, rather than that of the S nucleus,
might be responsible for the superwind activity. In fact, the activity of the N nucleus is indicated by [Fe II]λ1.64µm
emission associated with it (van der Werf et al. 1993). Since the superwind activity seems to have occurred at least
twice, it seems also possible that the northern H2 emission is excited by the shock driven by the older superwind,
rather than by the current one which is responsible for the C-shaped velocity distortion around the S nucleus. We
cannot discuss this possibility further only with our data.
4.1.4. Can superwind explain the huge H2 luminosity?
Most previous authors discussed that the galaxy-galaxy collision is the main energy source of the intense H2
emission in NGC 6240 because the starburst activity would not be strong enough to reproduce its huge H2 luminosity
[L(1− 0 S(1))≃ 1× 108 L•⊙; Rieke et al. 1985; Draine & Woods 1990; van der Werf et al. 1993]. However, one must
remember that the previous estimates of the 1 − 0 S(1) luminosity assume an ordinary nuclear starburst. We
emphasize that such estimates would not be applicable to the case of NGC 6240 in which the superwind interacts
with the dense intergalactic medium.
If we adopt a canonical value of the conversion factor of kinetic energy supplied from supernova explosions to
H2 emission (∼ 0.02), required supernova rate is as high as 15 supernovae per year (Draine & Woods 1990). The
supernova rate in NGC 6240 is estimated to be only 3.2− 4.8 if we simply scale up the supernova rate of the nearby
prototypical starburst galaxy M82 (∼ 0.2 − 0.3 SNRs per year; Rieke et al. 1980; Kronberg, Biermann, & Schwab
1985) with their far-infrared luminosities [L(FIR)= 3.3×1010 L•⊙ for M82 and 5.2×10
11 L•⊙ for NGC 6240: Heckman
et al. 1990] 7. As pointed out by Draine & Woods (1993), however, the efficiency can be as large as 0.2 if the medium
is clumpy and the cloud-crushing is efficient. If the cloud-intercloud density constant is ≃ 102, the cloud-crushing
will produce shock waves in the clouds with a shock speed of 30− 50 km s−1 where 1− 0 S(1) emission is efficiently
produced when the blastwave speed is 300 − 500 km s−1 (Cowie, McKee, and Ostriker 1981; see also Elston &
Maloney 1990). As noted before, NGC 6240 seems to be a rare case with a huge amount of the intergalactic matter.
It is easy to imagine that this matter is disturbed and its spatial distribution becomes highly clumpy in the course of
the merging process. It is important to remember that this galaxy shows unusually broad line width (∼ 550 km s−1
7 Based on the extensive modeling of the starburst properties of M82 and NGC 6240, Rieke et al. (1985) showed that the starburst
models for the two galaxies are similar, suggesting that the supernova rate scales with the far-infrared luminosity between the two
galaxies.
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FWHM), suggesting that the cloud-crushing mechanism might be very efficient. We thus argue that the 1− 0 S(1)
luminosity can be explained only by the superwind activity.
Another key point in discussing the origin of the huge H2 luminosity is its unusually large 1−0 S(1)/Brγ intensity
ratio. The ratio is the largest one observed so far in LIGs (Goldader et al. 1995). Although the ratio has been
reported to be as large as ∼ 45 (van der Werf et al. 1990), we find the ratio to be only ≃ 10 around the S nucleus. The
main reason for this discrepancy would be the data quality. The high signal-to-noise ratio, high spatial resolution
spectra of ours enable us to measure the weak Brγ feature more accurately than the previous works (Remember
that Brγ is detected only around the S and the N nuclei while peak of the H2 emission is offseted from the nuclei).
Although this ratio (≃ 10) is still very large, it can now be explained by normal star-formation models. Mouri &
Taniguchi (1992) calculated the 1 − 0 S(1)/Brγ ratio for various starburst models and found that the ratio ranges
0.1 − 10. The ratio becomes larger in models with the lower upper mass limit of the initial mass function. This
is because kinetic energy exciting H2 released from supernova explosions does not change with the mass of their
progenitors, while ionizing photons from O-type stars decrease rapidly with the decrease of the mass of the most
massive stars. Also, the ratio becomes larger in models at a post-starburst phase because O-type stars supplying
most ionizing photons are gone. Thus, the O-type star deficient stellar population can explain the observed ratio.
In fact, some evidence for the O-type star deficient stellar population of this galaxy was found (Draine & Woods
1990; Tanaka et al. 1991). Note, however, that our result only indicates that the superwind-driven shock is enough
to explain the H2 luminosity and does not necessarily rule out the contribution of a global shock caused by the
galaxy-galaxy collision.
Here one might have a question on why only NGC 6240 shows unusually strong H2 emission. One of the possible
reasons is that the chance probability for the superwind to interact with the extragalactic dense matter is very small.
NGC 6240 should be a rare case in which the direction of the mass transfer during the merging process and that of
the outflow of the superwind are nearly the same. Another possible reason is the short timescale of the H2 emitting
phase during the evolution of this galaxy. If the expansion velocity of the superbubble is ∼ 250 km s−1 as suggested
by the maximum line-of-sight velocity of the C-shaped velocity distortion around the S nucleus, the shock front
would pass through the core of the CO emission (∼ 500 pc: Tacconi et al. 1999) in only ∼ 2× 106 years. As pointed
out before, the age of the bubble is also very young (∼ 2 × 106 years). Because these timescales are significantly
smaller than that of the starburst (∼ 107−8 years), the intense H2 emission would fade out soon and only weaker H2
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emission associated with the nuclear star formation and/or AGN activities would be observed like other ordinary
LIGs after >∼ 2× 10
6 years. It seems very likely that the coincidence of both two special conditions make NGC 6240
be a very rare object with an exceptionally strong H2 emission.
4.2. Physical conditions of the H2 gas
The excitation mechanism of the H2 emission of NGC 6240 has long been a controversy. Based on a spectrum
presented by Lester et al. (1988), several excitation mechanisms besides the thermal excitation have been proposed.
Two important characteristics of the Lester et al.’s spectrum are 1) the rotation temperature is lower than the
vibration temperature (Trot = 1300 K and Tvib = 2860 K) and 2) 2 − 1 S(3) emission is unusually weak and only
upper limit is reported. Tanaka et al. (1991) discussed that the UV fluorescence mechanism is significant in order
to explain the first characteristic. They pointed out that the reported upper limit of the 2 − 1 S(3) flux is too
small and they are not serious on the second characteristic. On the other hand, Draine & Woods (1990) emphasized
the importance of the second characteristic and favored the X-ray heating mechanism. The formation pumping
mechanism is also discussed in order to reproduce the peculiar spectrum (Mouri & Taniguchi 1995).
Recently, Sugai et al. (1997) presented their high quality H2 spectrum. Surprisingly, their spectrum significantly
differs from that of Lester et al. (1988) and can be interpreted as a pure thermal excitation because they found
neither an excess of the vibration temperature nor weaker-than-expected 2 − 1 S(3) emission (Trot ≃ Tvib = 1910
K; Sugai et al. 1997). Why the two spectra are different from each other? One possible reason is the different
aperture positions. Sugai et al. (1997) placed their slit at the midpoint of the two nuclei. At this region, our data
indicates a thermal excitation, being consistent with Sugai’s result. On the other hand, Lester et al. (1988) placed
their aperture at “the position of peak signal” which can be interpreted that they placed their aperture closer to the
S nucleus which is brighter than the N nucleus. One evidence suggesting the aperture difference is the equivalent
width of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission: Comparing with their spectra, we find that the equivalent width measured by
Lester et al. (1988) is smaller than that of Sugai et al. (1997). Since the equivalent width changes dramatically
with positions and it becomes smaller around the S nucleus (Figure 3), it seems very likely that Lester et al. (1988)
indeed placed their aperture closer to the S nucleus. In fact, our spectrum at +0.′′46 north of the S nucleus, where
the 1 − 0 S(1) flux is the maximum with an equivalent width ≃ 30 − 70A˚, looks similar to the spectrum of Lester
et al. (1988) that shows the 1− 0 S(1) equivalent width 62A˚. Our spectrum at +1.′′15 north of the S nucleus where
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equivalent width is the maximum (≃ 100A˚) looks similar to the spectrum of Sugai et al. (1977) (see Figures 2 and
3). Unfortunately, however, because of the smaller equivalent widths of emission lines and strong stellar absorption
features, we cannot confirm the two characteristics of Lester et al.’s spectrum around the S nucleus. Because [Fe II]
emission is detected at the S nucleus and supernova explosions are the most probable agents (van der Werf et al.
1993; see also Sugai et al. 1997), it is expected that the intense starburst around the S nucleus supplies huge amount
of UV photons, leading to additional UV fluorescent excitation as well as the shock heating (Tanaka et al. 1991).
The UV photons may also be responsible for a possible UV fluorescent excitation found at ∼ 0.′′5 south of the S
nucleus.
We find no evidence for the X-ray heating (Draine & Woods 1990) since 2 − 1 S(3) is detected except around
the S nucleus. Also we find no excitational evidence for the AGN activity anywhere. Thus, we conclude that the
main excitation mechanism is the thermal excitation caused by the shock heating at most positions with a possible
additional contributions of UV fluorescent and/or X-ray heating around the S nucleus.
5. Proposed Scenario of NGC 6240 System
Here we summarize a proposed scenario of the merging and superwind evolution in NGC 6240.
1) Two gas-rich galaxies (the N and the S nuclei) merge. A huge amount of molecular gas is forced to fall onto the
two nuclei as a result of the dynamical disturbance during the merging process. At the same time, the dynamical
disturbance triggers the nuclear starburst at each nucleus. The starburst activity is stronger at the S nucleus. A
schematic picture at this stage is shown in Figure 9(a). The nuclear starburst activity was triggered several times
while the two nuclei are orbiting around each other.
2) When 107−8 years passed since the onset of the starburst, the massive stars begin to explode and a superbubble
starts to expand. As the superbubble expands, it interacts with the dense and perturbed molecular gas at the
northern region of the S nucleus and heats it up. Stronger-than-normal H2 emission lines are observed there as a
result of the efficient cloud-crushing mechanism. Both the molecular gas that was supplied during the merging process
and the material blown-off by the superwind would emit strong H2 emission lines. At the same time, the bubble
expands more freely toward the south direction and forms an asymmetrically elongated superbubble. A schematic
picture at this stage is shown in Figure 9(b). Multiple bubbles are formed as a result of multiple triggerings of the
starburst.
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3) The strong H2 emission would be observed only for 2× 10
6 years in which the expanding superbubble interacts
with the extragalactic dense matter. Then NGC 6240 would be observed as a normal LIGs with a moderate H2
emission.
6. Summary
We have performed spatially-resolved spectroscopic analyses of the H2 emission lines in NGC 6240. We find that
most of the H2 emission is attributed to the shock driven by the superwind of the S nucleus, rather than by the
conventional global shock driven by the collision of the two nuclei. Our main conclusions are listed below.
1) The peak position of the H2 1− 0 S(1) emission is not at the midpoint of the two nuclei. Rather, it is located
much closer to the S nucleus.
2) In the southern region (the region around the S nucleus and south of the nucleus) we identify the following
three velocity components in the H2 emission: a) the blueshifted shell component (≈ −250 km s
−1 with respect to
Vsys) which shows a distinct C-shape distortion in the velocity field around the southern nucleus, b) the high-velocity
blueshifted “wing” component (∼ −1000 km s−1 with respect to Vsys), and c) the component indicating possible
line splitting of ∼ 500 km s−1. The latter two components extend to the south from the S nucleus.
3) The presence of these three velocity components can be explained naturally by the superwind activity of the S
nucleus. On the other hand, we found no evidence for the classical galaxy-galaxy collision origin of the 1 − 0 S(1)
emission, although we cannot reject the possibility completely.
4) The huge 1 − 0 S(1) luminosity can be explained only by the superwind-driven shock heating, if we assume
a higher conversion efficiency of the kinetic energy of SNRs to the 1 − 0 S(1) emission through the efficient cloud-
crushing mechanism. This mechanism efficiently works at the shock interface between the expanding superbubble
and the extranuclear molecular gas since the molecular gas is likely to be highly clumpy and is dynamically disturbed
during the merging of the two nuclei.
5) The excitation condition of the H2 emission lines is the shock heating at most positions except for around the
S nucleus where additional UV fluorescent excitation is expected.
6) We propose an evolutional scenario of NGC 6240 in which the galaxy-galaxy merger drives the molecular gas to
accumulate between the two nuclei and triggers a starburst activity at each nucleus. The intense 1− 0 S(1) emission
comes from the molecular gas entrained in and shocked by the superwind which starts to blow 107−8 after years
No. 4] Running Head 21
since the onset of the starburst.
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Figure Captions
Fig. 1. The K band image of NGC 6240. This image was obtained through a wide 2′′ slit with its position angle of
19◦ and is is averaged over 2 pixels (0.′′23). No correction for the dark subtraction and the flatfielding were applied
since this image is taken just for the source acquisition. The coordinates are shown relative to the S nucleus in
units of arcsecond. The spatial resolution is indicated with a circle at the lower left corner. Two white vertical
lines indicate the slit position used for the spectroscopy (0.′′5 width). The peak position of 12CO(J = 2 − 1)
(Tacconi et al. 1999) is marked with a cross sign. This position is corrected for 0.′′15 offset between the radio and
the K band nuclei (see the main text for the detail).
Fig. 2. Spectra extracted over 2 pixels (0.′′23) at various positions along the slit with the line identifications.
Relative offset from the S nucleus are indicated at each spectrum in units of arcsecond as well as the positions of
the N and the S nuclei. All spectra are normalized with the peak flux of the 1− 0 S(1) emission. Zero flux levels
are shifted for clarity and are indicated at the left ordinate for each spectrum. Some data points are removed
since they are affected by bad pixels.
Fig. 3. 1 − 0 S(1) flux and velocity field along the slit. Positions of the N and the S nuclei are indicated at the
top of the panels. 1σ errors are shown for the all plots. (top) 1 − 0 S(1) flux, continuum flux at 2.2µm, and
equivalent width of 1−0 S(1) (right ordinate) are shown with squares, circles, and crosses, respectively. (middle)
Heliocentric velocity of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission measured with a single Gaussian function. (bottom) Line width
(FWHM) of the 1− 0 S(1) emission measured with a single Gaussian function.
Fig. 4. Velocity field of the 1− 0 S(1) emission. Middle image shows a spectroscopic image of 1− 0 S(1). In order
to show the velocity structure clearly, the image is processed in the following ways. First, the continuum flux is
removed by interpolating the adjacent continuum. Then, the peak of the resultant emission-line spectroscopic
image is normalized to be unity at every row. Note that the contour levels shown in this image represent neither
the relative flux level nor the significance of the flux as a result of the peak normalization. You can find the
significance of the contour levels with the plots of the continuum and 1 − 0 S(1) flux in the left panel. The
emission-line profile of the 1 − 0 S(1) emission at three representative positions (at three horizontal bars in the
image marked as a, b, and c) are shown in the right panels. Typical errors of the profiles are indicated with
vertical bars in each panel.
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Fig. 5. The observed line profile of the 1− 0 S(1) emission at 7′′ south of the S nucleus is compared with the model
line profile. The continuum emission is removed for the observed profile. The blueshifted and redshifted model
components are shown with a dotted and a short-dashed lines, respectively, and the sum of the two components
is plotted with a long-dashed line. See the main text for the model description.
Fig. 6. The line ratio vs. line ratio diagram. 1 − 0 S(2)/1− 0 S(0) ratio is plotted against 2 − 1 S(1)/1 − 0 S(1)
ratio with 1σ errors. The locus shows the theoretical line ratios of the thermal excitation with the temperature
< 3000 K (marked along the curve). Two open squares are observed data points for supernova remnants IC 443
and RCW 103 taken from Mouri (1994).
Fig. 7. The population diagrams. Populations relative to (J, v)=(3, 1) state are plotted for (2, 1), (4, 1), (3, 2), and
(5, 2) (corresponding to 1− 0 S(0), 1− 0 S(2), 2− 1 S(1), and 2− 1 S(3) emission lines, respectively) at every
0.′′23 with 1σ errors. Each diagram is shifted for clarity and the diagrams at the most southern and northern
regions are plotted at the upper left and the lower right corners of the plots. Positions of the N and the S nuclei
are indicated. Only lower limits of the populations of (2, 1) state are measured around the S nucleus because of
the weak 1− 0 S(0) emission on the strong continuum emission with absorption lines.
Fig. 8. Spatial variation of the v = 2 − 1 vibration temperature (Tvib) and v = 1 rotation temperature (Trot). 1σ
errors are shown for the all plots. Positions of the N and the S nuclei are indicated. (top) The ratio of Tvib/Trot is
plotted along the slit. The two dotted horizontal lines at 1 and 1.25 indicate the range expected for the thermal
excitation (see the main text for the detail). (middle) The 2 − 1 S(1)/1 − 0 S(1) flux ratio (left ordinate) and
Tvib (right ordinate) are shown along the slit. (bottom) The 1 − 0 S(2)/1− 0 S(0) flux ratio (left ordinate) and
Trot (right ordinate) are shown along the slit.
Fig. 9. Our proposed scenario of NGC 6240 is schematically shown. (a) Schematic picture at the early stage of
the merging with nuclear starburst and molecular gas transfer. See the main text for the detail. (b) Schematic
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